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COVER STORY FAST AIR

An Aero Recip Customer

By Shirley Render

“Job preservation is what prompted me to form
my own company,” said Dylan Fast, President
and CEO of Fast Air. In fact, it was more than
that. An entrepreneur at heart, Dylan wisely
realized that there was no one around that
offered executive charters. He saw a niche to be
filled and acted.

It was 1995 when Dylan and his brother formed
the Winnipeg based air charter service. It was
nothing fancy. The address was rented space at
5 Allen Dyne Road on the east side of James A.
Richardson International Airport and their one
plane was a leased Piper Cheyenne. However,
within two months they bought a second
aircraft, a Piper Navajo, and by the following
summer leased or purchased more aircraft
to keep up with the demand. I didn’t take on
business just for the sake of becoming bigger,”
explained Dylan. “Providing good service was
the priority. But we kept track of all the business
we were turning down.”

And so, in 1999 another major decision was
made. Having run out of space and once

again wanting to have more control over
operations, Dylan decided to build on the south
side of the airport. A year later Fast Air moved
into its new 13,000 square foot hangar with
another 3500 square feet dedicated to office
space. Having its own private business-class
terminal was a huge plus.

Fast Air aggressively promoted the fact that it
was the only charter airline in Winnipeg that

Executive Aviation Service

operated from its own private terminal and
made sure that potential clients knew that it
offered flexible departure times, no line-ups or
missed connections or lost bags, free parking and
boarding the aircraft within minutes of parking
and complimentary meals and refreshments.
Fast Air’s website said it best - “You’ll love it
all - from the free parking to our freshly baked
cookies, our private terminal offers a refreshing
change from busy airport.” Obviously customers
were impressed and business increased and once
again Fast Air expanded, completing its second
new hangar, 18,000 square feet, in 2007.

What began as a very lean operation has grown
to become the largest fleet of business aircraft
in Manitoba. Fast Air now flies from the High
Arctic to Central America, the Caribbean. On
occasion Dylan will ferry aircraft to Africa.
While executive charters are its prime focus,
Fast Air also provides aircraft management,
corporate aircraft maintenance programs,
aviation consulting and operates a 24-hour
MedEvac division throughout Manitoba from
bases in Thompson and Norway House.

The MedEvac service was established in 2003.
It has a full complement of skilled medical staff
and uses King Air 200 aircraft (outfitted with
the latest in medical technology to ensure safety)
for remote fixed wing air ambulance operations.
With its strong medical infrastructure and state-
of-the-art medical equipment, Fast Air’s medical
staff can handle adult, pediatric and critical care
patients. Dr Johan Jacobs, Medical Director, has
over 15 years of medical experience including
extensive experience in northern Manitoba as
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“You may like a copy of Whitey
Hosteler’s book. He started and ran
Red Lake Seaplane service until he
was in his 80’s. Look for the book,
home written and interesting, at
Norseman Days.”

- Courtesy of Enid Carlson. .. Viking
Outposts...Red Lake, ON
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well as his own private practice in Winnipeg,
making him well qualified for his role with Fast
Air. Similarly, the Director of the Air Ambulance
Services, Tim Hague, RN, brings with him a
wide range of experience. Nurses are certified
in emergency/critical care, basic cardiac life
support, advanced cardiac life support, trauma
nursing care as well as the Canadian Aerospace
Medicine & Aeromedical Transport.

Fast Air is currently involved in two major long
term Manitoba Hydro contracts, one awarded in
December and the Hydro Kelsey station awarded
in 2006.
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It’s a new beginning for Aero Recip Canada employee Michael Mestdagh. He
and wife Tammy have brought Zachary Michael Mestdagh into the world on
April 23 @ St. Boniface General Hospital. A beautiful baby boy will keep ya’

busy!

SHOW TIME
DOING IT

Baby Zach lookin” back

We’re on the road again this fall, and we’d love to see you there:

0il Sands Trade Show in Edmonton,
Canada - Sept 23-24

If youre in Edmonton, come see Greg
from Cantherm Distributors. Look for the
big red booth that says “The heat is here.”

www.petroleumshow.com/oilsands

Aviation North Expo 2008 in Fairbanks,
AK, USA - Oct 16-18

Aviation North is always a great gathering of
people from all over. Come see Mike and Paul
in our hospitality suite after a long day at the

>«

show. Some say it’s “probably” the most popular

BEEN THERE, DONE THAT
Canadian Aviation Expo in Oshawa,

Canada - Jun 20-22

The 16th Annual Canadian Aviation Expo is
Canada’s largest Aviation Trade Show. A team of
three went out to meet, greet and promote our
experimental engines.
www.canadianaviationexpo.com

hospitality suite in the world, and we give them
free drinks to say that.
www.aviationnorth.org

NAAA in Las Vegas, USA - Dec 8-11

The NAAA is always a great way to reacquaint
with old friends in the agricultural industry.
There’s a whole bunch of business to be done
and only a few distractions. Well, in fact there
are a lot of distractions but who needs to sleep
anyway.
www.agaviation.org/conventionpage.htm

Alaska State Aviation Trade Show in

Anchorage, USA - May 3-4

2008 Year of the Tour wrapped up in Anchorage
at the Alaska State Aviation Trade Show. As usual
the event drew thousands to the Anchorage area,
and as usual, Aero Recip Alaska put on a great
party.

www.alaskaairmen.org

Read the latest News Bites about
our customers and employees,
courtesy of our customers and
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Q “Watch this space next issue for
the winner of HDTV draw to be
held in Winnipeg August 15th.
The draw will be held at the offices
of Airparts Network. Hotdogs,
hamburgers and drinks will be
served. Come down for a cool one
if you're in town.

BBQ and Drinks: 3:30pm

HDTYV draw: 4:30pm”

- Courtesy of the staff at Gregorash
Aviation
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Colin, Tracey and Mark taking a break from the
madness. Aero Recip Alaska’s Shannon Armstrong bein’
hospitable.
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